Oxford Roald Dahl Thesaurus Scots Quiz
The Oxford Roald Dahl Thesaurus includes both real and invented words that are used in Roald
Dahl’s stories, but it also gives information on words in other languages, including Scots, that relate
to Roald Dahl’s characters. Here are some of the Scots and Scottish words it mentions.

1. What magical substance is called whirligigum in Scots?
2. Dutch giants call a whizzpopper a flitspopper. What do Scots giants call it?
3. Which gruesome giant is called the Slaverslorper in Scots?
4. Which creature from Giant Country is called a humphlebumfle in Scots?
5. In Scotland, chiddlers who wear fancy dress on Halloween are called____________?
Can you guess which English word this is related to?
6. A small stream is called a brook in England and a _________ in Scotland.
7. What would Willy Wonka’s top hat be called in Scotland? Can you guess why it is given this
name?
8. The BFG travels over hills and valleys. What is a mountain valley called in Scotland?
Can you guess which language this word comes from?

You can find the answers to all these questions in the Oxford Roald Dahl Thesaurus.
(They are also printed upside down on the next page.)
Extra activity: Braw Draw!
No-one knows what a humphlebumfle looks like, or how wee or muckle it is – not even the GFG!
Can you imagine what it might look like and draw a picture in the box below?
Add labels to your drawing using as many Scots words as you can. For example: (body parts)
heid, lugs, taes, een, neb, mooth; (adjectives) muckle, wee, tottie, lang, tousie, strippit.
The humphlebumfle

ANSWERS
1. Zozimus.
2. Rummlypump.
3. The Gizzardgulper.
4. A humplecrimp.
5. Guisers; disguise.
6. Burn.
7. A lum hat; because it looks like a ‘lum’ or tall chimney.
8. A glen; from Gaelic.
NOTE FOR TEACHERS
The Oxford Roald Dahl Thesaurus is mainly a thesaurus of English and invented words used by Roald
Dahl, but it also includes information on some Scots words that relate to Roald Dahl’s stories. Some
are from translations of Roald Dahl’s books, and others are cultural or historical terms used in
Scotland. The thesaurus can therefore be used to further knowledge of some Scots and Scottish
words alongside teaching general language skills and creative writing.
The invented Scots words feature in The GFG, the Scots translation of The BFG which was published
in 2016. The GFG was translated by Susan Rennie, who is also the chief editor of the Oxford Roald
Dahl Thesaurus and the Oxford Roald Dahl Dictionary.
For more brawsome facts about the GFG and his language, see ‘Dahl in Scots’ at susanrennie.co,
where you can also download a list of invented Scots words used in the translation.

